Governor’s 2021 May Revision: Quick Summary
Overall Budget
Revenues Reach Windfall Levels, Exceed Pre-Pandemic Forecasts. The revenues reflected in the
May Revision are dramatically higher than recent expectations. Compared to the budget signed in June
2020, General Fund tax revenues are projected to be higher by $52 billion (40 percent) in the current
year, though they would slightly decline by $3 billion to roughly $179 billion in 2021-22. In part this
dramatic turnaround reflects the overly pessimistic expectations in place during last year’s budget
process, which occurred right after the pandemic shutdown began. However, the May Revision
revenues also show an $18 billion increase (11 percent) compared to the Governor’s January budget
proposal, reflecting in part continued strong capital gains and federal stimulus approved since January.
The table below shows the revenue forecasts prepared at different points in time over the past 18
months, illustrating the rapidly changing outlook. The new forecast, shown by the light blue line in the
table, significantly exceeds even the pre-pandemic expectations.
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Expenditures Also Skyrocket. General Fund spending would reach nearly $165 billion in the current
year, an increase of $31 billion from the 2020 Budget Act, and would rise again to reach $197 billion in
2021-22. Spending from all state funds would reach $268 billion in 2021-22, compared to $202 billion
in the 2020 Budget Act. While this would be a record for state funds, federal funds approved through
various federal pandemic response bills will add the astonishing amount of $277 billion to the state’s
spending in 2020-21, raising the combined budget to $512 billion in the current year. The overall state
budget fund amounts are summarized in the table below:

Revenues and Expenditures by Fund
Dollars in Billions
June 2020
Budget Act
2020-21
Revenues - General Fund

$130

Change from 2020 Budget Act

May Revision
Revised
2020-21
$182

$179

40.1%

38.1%

% of
Total

Expenditures

May Revision
Proposed
2021-22

% of
Total

% of
Total

General Fund
Special & Bond Funds

$134
$68

37%
19%

$165
$69

32%
14%

$197
$71

44%
16%

Total, State Funds

$202

56%

$235

46%

$268

59%

Change from 2020 Budget Act

16.1%

32.5%

Federal Funds

$160

44%

$277

54%

$184

41%

Total, All Funds

$362

100%

$512

100%

$452

100%

Change from 2020 Budget Act

41.4%

24.8%

How Big Is the Surplus? Governor Newsom has declared that the state has a “surplus” of $76 billion.
This claim is misleadingly high, since that figure does not yet account for mandatory spending
adjustments for education under Proposition 98 and reserve and debt payment requirements
established by Proposition 2. A more accurate account would indicate how much money the Legislature
has discretion to spend on a wide range of programs. That amount is $38 billion, which is still a major
increase compared to expectations in June of last year when the state passed the 2020 budget bill.
Future Deficit Concerns. Much of the May Revision’s proposed spending would be funded through
one-time federal funds or the potentially short-term state revenue surge. The Department of Finance
projects that the state would see a small operating deficit of $483 million General Fund in 2024-25
under the May Revision. Programs that may be proposed now to be “one-time” are likely to create
expectations for on-going support, which could worsen this projected deficit.
Combined Reserves Would Exceed $24 Billion. The state’s Rainy Day Fund (authorized by
Proposition 2 of 2014) would grow to $15.9 billion by the end of 2021-22. The May Revision also
includes a discretionary reserve of $3.4 billion, a Safety Net Reserve of $450 million, and a public
school reserve of $4.6 billion, which would bring total reserves to $24.4 billion when combined with the
Rainy Day Fund. This combined reserve would reach 12 percent of General Fund resources.
State Spending Beyond Its Limit. The May Revision estimates the state‘s constitutional spending
limit (also known as the “Gann limit”) will reach $125.7 billion in 2021-22, an $8.1 billion increase over
the Governor’s January budget estimate. Even with this significant growth in the spending limit, the
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Administration estimates the state would spend more than the limit in the two-year period covering
2021-22 and 2022-23, with projections of more than $16 billion in excessive spending.
This excess, which the Administration indicates would not be finalized until May 2023, would trigger the
constitutional requirement for action by the state, namely returning half the money to taxpayers and
giving the other half of the funds to schools. The Governor proposes to allocate $16.2 billion between
taxpayer refunds in 2021-22 (described more specifically under General Government below) and
additional one-time education spending in 2022-23, and indicates these actions would satisfy the
constitutional requirement. There may be legal questions regarding whether the Governor’s specific
proposal actually does meet the requirement to adjust tax rates or fee schedules to return funds when
the limit is exceeded.

K-12 Education
Proposition 98. Proposition 98 is estimated at $93.7 billion for the 2021-22 Budget Year, which
reflects $17.7 billion over the level estimated in the Governor’s Budget. The increase in capital gains
revenues at May Revision also increases the required payment to the Proposition 98 rainy day fund to
$4.6 billion, a $1.6 billion increase from Governor’s Budget. This increase will trigger a 10 percent
district reserve cap beginning 2022-23. The May Revision proposal additionally eliminates the
$12.4 billion supplemental payment proposed at Governor’s Budget as well as updates the Local
Control Funding Formula cost-of-living adjustment to 1.7 percent from 1.5 percent. Additionally,
$1.1 billion of the remaining $3.6 billion in K12 deferrals will be paid off.
Educator Training and Workforce Expansion. Expands the Educator Preparation, Retention, and
Training January proposal to $3.3 billion one-time Proposition 98 General Fund which includes funding
to support teacher residencies and other grow-your-own teacher credentialing programs and support
for the Classified School Employee Teacher Credentialing program. Provides one-time Proposition 98
General Fund for several programs including $1.3 billion for the Educator Effectiveness Block Grant,
and $250 million in incentives for highly qualified National Board Certified teachers that teach in high
poverty schools to attract and retain them as mentors for other instructional staff. The May Revision
also includes additional one-time Proposition 98 General Fund investments in the Classified School
Employees Summer Assistance Program, and the 21st Century School leadership Academy.
Special Education. Increases in special education resources include $277.7 million one-time federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and $117.7 million Proposition 98 General Fund to increase
the cost-of-living adjustment from 1.5 percent to 4.05 percent.
In-Person Instruction. The May Revision will assume that K-12 Education will be full-time, in-person
instruction in 2021-22. The proposal would provide $2 billion one-time Prop. 98 General Fund for
various health, vaccine, and cleaning needs to facilitate full-time instruction.
Universal Transitional Kindergarten Access. A phase-in would begin in 2022-23 with $900 million
Prop. 98 General Fund, ramping up to $2.7 billion by 2024-25. This is a complex addition of a new
grade level that has major implications for future Average Daily Attendance funding for schools. The
Administration states that it will rebench the Proposition 98 guarantee in future years to account for this
substantial expansion. The overall effects on individual school districts are not yet clear.
Child Savings Accounts. The Governor previously announced a proposal of $2 billion one-time from
federal American Rescue Plan funds to “seed” child savings accounts with $500 per account for lowincome public-school students. The proposal also would provide $170 million General Fund on an ongoing basis. Foster kids and homeless kids could get an additional $500 each.
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“Community School” Expansion. The Governor previously announced a proposal for $3 billion in
Prop. 98 General Fund, provided on a one-time basis but intended to be spent over several years, to
expand the “Community School” model through grants to Local Education Agencies. A community
school is a service-intensive school model that is intended to provide health, mental health, and social
services to students alongside high-quality instruction.
Children and Youth Behavioral Health Initiative. The Governor’s May Revision includes $1 billion in
federal funds to enhance behavioral health services and access to all Californians age 25 and younger
for both Medi-Cal and commercial insurance populations. Services will include new trauma and
psychosis screenings, increased counseling efforts at schools, and new online tools for emotional
support. The initiative also includes support for the behavioral health workforce as well as a behavioral
health awareness media campaign. The Governor plans on adding an additional $1.7 billion of federal
and state funds to continue this initiative in 2022-23 and $431 million ($300 million General Fund,
$131 Federal Funds) annually thereafter.
Child Care Expansion. In an earlier announcement, the Governor proposed $1.5 billion to add
100,000 new child care slots to the system. That would be a mix of General Fund ($450 million in the
budget year) and federal funds. The American Rescue Plan provided several billion in federal funds
that can be used for this purpose.

Higher Education
University of California. Ongoing investments to the University of California include $302.4 million
General Fund, effectively restoring the 2020 Budget Act reductions. $69.3 million ongoing General
Fund to support base growth, which coupled with the Governor’s Budget base augmentation of
$103.9 million results in a five-percent base increase, and a decrease of $1.6 million ongoing General
Fund to maintain the Proposition 56 Graduate Medical Education Program at an ongoing total of
$40 million. One-time investments total $76.2million and include funding for deferred maintenance,
grants for Animal Shelters, additional investments in the UC San Francisco Dyslexia Center and UCLA
Asian American Studies Center.
California State University. Ongoing investments include $299 million General Fund and an additional
$74.4 million General Fund to support operational and programmatic needs. One-time investments total
$175 million to address deferred maintenance and construction of the CSU Northridge Center for Equity
in Innovation and Technology. The May Revision also includes $433 million one-time General Fund to
support capital projects, which includes transitioning Humboldt State University to a Polytechnic
University.
California Community Colleges. Provides an ongoing investment of $185.4 million to increase costof-living adjustments (COLA) to reflect a compounded COLA of 4.05 percent and invests $326.5 million
toward fully retiring 2021-22 fiscal year deferrals. The proposed May Revision also includes several
one-time program investments including but not limited to increase of $314.1 million for deferred
maintenance, $150 million to support the Guided Pathways program, $100 million for retention and
enrollment strategies, $30 million for student basic needs, $10 million for work-based learning
programs, and $20 million in support of equal employment opportunity program.
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Natural Resources and Environment
Energy. The May Revision includes $912 million ($905 million General Fund) to help California meet its
clean energy goals. Of the General Fund portion, $350 million will invest in long duration storage
projects; $250 million is for energy efficiency projects for the industrial sector; and $125 million to
reduce energy use at food production facilities.
Wildfire Package. A total of $1.24 billion in wildfires and forest resilience funding over two years, with
$708 million in additional funding to build on the $536 million adopted in the early action budget (SB 85,
2021). The funding will support efforts to significantly increase the pace and scale of forest
management projects, wildfire resilience projects, expand fire-adapted homes and communities,
improve stewardship on state lands, and workforce development.
Drought Relief Package. A total of $5.1 billion over multiple years in funding to support various water
supply, conservation, and drought response activities. Specifically, the Governor proposes $2.8 billion
General Fund, $1.54 billion in federal American Rescue Plan Act funds, and $10.5 million bond and
special funds to add to the $757 million for water programs across multiple climate-related proposals.
The broad categories will be Drinking Water Reliability, Immediate Drought Relief, and various other
land use and conservation use.
Climate Resilience. $495 million General Fund for various climate resilience programs, to be spent
over three years through several different programs. The largest component would be $420 million for
the “Transformative Climate Community Program,” though it’s not yet clear exactly how those dollars
will be spent.
Agriculture. $926 million over the next two years to support various programs and activities in the
agriculture sector, using a mix of the General Fund and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF).
Significant components include $78 million one-time General Fund to support food access and local
and regional supply chains; $794 million one-time (General Fund and GGRF) to advance climate-smart
agriculture, farm water efficiencies, and Sustainable Groundwater Management Act implementation;
and $54.7 million General Fund to support economic recovery, farmer training, and manager
apprenticeships.

Labor and Employment
Business Assistance. The Governor previously announced the following proposals to assist private
businesses in the state:
 Small Business Grant Expansion. $1.5 billion one-time from federal American Rescue
Plan (ARP) funds to expand the small business grant program approved earlier this year
($2.5 billion had been approved as part of the Senator Borgeas-inspired SB 87).
 Port Assistance. $250 million one-time from federal American Rescue Plan funds to assist
ports.
 Tourism Promotion. $95 million one-time from federal ARP funds to promote California tourism.
 Federally Funded Business Credit. California expects to receive $895 million from the federal
Small Business Credit Initiative, which is expected to be administered by the California
Infrastructure Bank. The state is still waiting for federal guidance however, so details of the
program would need to be worked out after the guidance is released.
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 Film Tax Credit. $30 million one-time in tax credits for film productions that relocate to
California. This is in addition to the current program that provides $180 million annually in tax
credits.
Belated Help for Beleaguered Employment Development Department (EDD). The May Revision
proposes roughly $330 million over two years to address the notorious EDD debacle that forced
Californians to navigate a labyrinth of bureaucracy and unanswered phone calls to gain access to the
unemployment benefits they earned. The largest component is $276 million to help EDD address
backlogs and benefit renewals, including by contracting out for some work. The Governor estimates
these resources will help address the workload within 12 months. Other proposals include:
 $21 million to improve access in different languages
 $12 million for planning (not implementing yet) a new computer system
 $11 million over two years to develop a Direct Deposit option
 $11 million for “navigators” to assist benefits applicants
Whether actual results improve remains to be seen, but as CalMatters recently reported the backlog of
claims has exceeded 1 million for over 13 weeks. Californians should rightly ask why the Governor did
not include these proposed funds as one of the various “early action” budget-related bills that passed
three months ago in some cases. Senate Republicans have introduced several bills to fix EDD and
were disappointed that it took the Governor so long to propose these new funds.
Minor Assistance for Massive Unemployment Debt. Due to skyrocketing unemployment during the
pandemic, California’s unemployment insurance program was forced to borrow from the federal
government. That debt is now projected to be $24 billion by the end of 2021. In contrast, the previous
Great Recession-level debt was “only” about $11 billion. Employers must pay this new debt back
through higher payroll taxes. Despite the state’s major role in producing higher unemployment,
however, the Governor has not proposed any state-funded assistance to employers in addressing the
higher costs of paying the debt. The May Revision proposes to use $1.1 billion in federal relief funds to
pay down the unemployment debt. Senate Republicans have called for the state to significantly reduce
the cost of this state-inflicted burden on job providers—allocating merely $1.1 billion in federal funds is
not sufficient to address this challenge.
Displaced Worker Assistance. The Governor previously announced a proposal to provide $1 billion in
federal funds (American Rescue Plan) for the Student Aid Commission to help displaced workers take
training or other postsecondary courses or to start businesses.
Regionally Focused Economic Grants. The May Revision includes $750 million in one-time federal
funds to encourage selected regions of the state to redesign their economies. An example the
Governor cited would be to help Kern County “transition” away from oil production to a carbon-neutral
economy. Apparently the Governor’s previously proclaimed respect for “regionalism” only applies to
regions of which he already approves.
State Worker Pay Restorations. Some state worker compensation reductions will end automatically
based on revised revenue projections in the May Revision. For others, the Governor is “inviting the
remaining bargaining units through collective bargaining to discuss revising” the previous compensation
agreements. The May Revision sets aside $1.1 billion General Fund for collective bargaining
adjustments, on top of other automatically scheduled changes.
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Transportation
Transportation. The May Revision includes $11 billion ($4.4 billion General Fund) for various
transportation items, including, $4.2 billion (bond funds) for the High-Speed Rail project; $3 billion
(General Fund) for improvements for the Los Angeles Olympics, transit and rail projects, and projects to
encourage walking and biking; $1.8 billion ($1.4 billion General Fund) for zero-emission rail, buses,
trucks, and infrastructure; and $2 billion (special and bond funds) over seven years to maintain and fix
roads. It is not surprising that only 18 percent of this additional funding is actually focused on streets
and highways while 68 percent is for rail, transit, and walking and biking, reflecting the Governor’s
continued efforts to push Californians out of their cars.
Caltrans Cleaning Efforts. The Governor previously announced a proposal for $1.5 billion General
Fund over three years for a Caltrans “Clean California” Initiative, including:
 $418 million for litter collection on state highways, increasing access to waste facilities, and
providing free monthly disposal days.
 $430 million for state beautification and green projects related to safety.
 $444 million for a local grant for beautification of local streets and roads.
 $75 million for grants for art installations along state and local roadways.
 $50 million for public education and outreach to schools and students.
 $83 million for support costs (project design, construction, local support, community
engagement).
Zero-Emission Vehicles. The May Revision includes $3.2 billion (General Fund) over three years, for
various programs within the Air Resources Board and the Energy Commission to incentivize zeroemission vehicle (ZEV) adoption and increase ZEV charging and fueling stations. The January
proposal to securitize future revenues from vehicle smog and licensing fees is withdrawn, but the
related proposal to continue collecting the various fees for an additional 26 years remains. This
investment furthers the Governor’s goal of transitioning to a 100 percent zero-emission transportation
system by 2045.

General Government
“Golden State Stimulus” Payment Expansion. As part of the constitutional requirements for the
State Appropriations Limit, also known as the “Gann Limit”, the Governor proposes that $8.1 billion
General Fund in “tax rebates” would be allocated as follows:
 $5.6 billion to provide another $600 payment to approximately 9.4 million tax filers with incomes
up to $75K per year who did not receive previous GSS payments.
 $2.2 billion to provide an extra $500 payment to approximately 4.3 million filers with incomes up
to $75,000 who have dependents. Some Californians could receive $1,100 if they qualify for
both stimulus payments.
 $260 million to provide a $500 payment to approximately 520,000 ITIN filers (undocumented
recipients) with a dependent. If these Californians are eligible for both family payments, they
would receive $1,000 in stimulus payments.
Broadband. The May Revision includes $7 billion ($1.5 billion General Fund, $5.5 billion Federal
Funds) over three years to expand broadband infrastructure, increase affordability, and enhance
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access. A portion of the funds would build out a statewide “middle-mile” backbone network to
incentivize providers to expand service. Seems the Governor agrees with Senator Bates’ request to
the Senate Budget Committee for $7 billion to close the Digital Divide.
Utility Assistance. $2 billion in federal funds (American Rescue Plan) to provide $1 billion for a new
utility assistance program and another $1 billion as direct payments to water providers for unpaid
customer bills and other costs.
Arts Council Investment-.The May Revision includes $60 million General Fund for a new media and
outreach campaign, as well as $40 million General Fund for the Council’s Creative Youth Development
program.
Significant Investment for the State’s Deferred Maintenance Needs. The May Revision proposes
an additional $1.4 billion for the state’s deferred maintenance needs. Including the $600 million General
Fund proposed in the Governor’s January budget, the 2021-22 budget would include $2 billion
($1.2 billion General Fund) to address a portion of the state’s estimated $67 billion in deferred
maintenance needs.

Housing and Homelessness
Homelessness Package. The Governor previously announced a new proposal for $4.7 billion in 202122 and $5.1 billion the following year. Combined with $2.1 billion in the January proposal, this adds up
to $11.9 billion over two years for various homelessness programs spread out over ten state
departments and agencies. This will include:
 $2.75 billion for the Homekey program over two years. The Administration proposes $1.75
billion in 2021-22 and $1.75 billion in 2022-23 for the program, including an eight percent set
aside for homeless youth.
 $950 million for the CalWORKs Housing Support Program
 $200 million for the “Home Safe” program.
 $53 million for an “encampment strategy” that would include outreach to people in
encampments. Most of this money $50 million) would be allocated to the Homeless
Coordinating and Financing Council to be distributed as grants to local jurisdictions.
Rent Relief. $2.6 billion in federal funds (American Rescue Plan) for tenant/landlord assistance that
would bring the previously authorized assistance available for landlords up from 80% of rent to 100%
and would also increase assistance to tenants.
Housing. The May Revision proposes $9.3 billion (mostly federal funds) in 2021-22 to support
numerous housing programs, including $500 million in American Recovery Plan funds to support
regional planning grants. The chart on the next page includes a detailed list of housing programs and
proposed funding for the 2021-22 budget:

Senate Republican Fiscal Office

Page 8

Senate Republican Fiscal Office

Page 9

Health and Human Services
Stops Newsom’s Health and Human Services Cuts. The Governor’s January budget continued to
include “trigger cuts” in fiscal year 2022-23 to a variety of health and human services programs.
Fortunately, the Governor’s May Revision follows the recommendation of Senate Republicans to
remove these cruel service cuts to low-income Californians. This action will also ensure that provider
payments in Medi-Cal, In Home Supportive Services, and Developmental Disabled Services will be
maintained.
$1 Billion in Federal Funds for COVID-19 Public Health Response Costs. The May Revision
includes $1.08 billion in federal funds to support testing, contact tracing, laboratory operations, hospital
capacity, and vaccine delivery. The administration expects to expend a total of $12.3 billion on COVID19 response from March 2020 through the end of the 2021-22 fiscal year.
Behavioral Health Infrastructure. The Governor’s January budget included $750 million in one-time
General Fund for the Department of Health Care Services to match county funding in acquiring and
rehabilitating real estate properties in order to expand mental health treatment beds statewide. The
May Revision adds $10 million in federal funds in 2021-22 to this proposal and plans to spend an
additional $1.4 billion in federal and state funding in 2022-23 to continue this effort one more year. In
addition, the May Revision adds $250 million for county treatment beds to serve the Incompetent to
Stand Trial mentally ill population. These beds are crucial in getting California’s mentally ill homeless off
the streets and into care.
Medi-Cal Eligibility Expansion to Undocumented Seniors. The Governor’s May Revision includes
$69 million ($50 million General Fund) to expand Medi-Cal and In Home Supportive Services eligibility
to low-income undocumented seniors age 60 and above starting May 1, 2022. Annually this expansion
will cost $1 billion ($859 million) and is estimated to serve more than 89,000 undocumented seniors. If
the Governor were to bend to the demands of advocates and expand eligibility to the roughly 1 million
remaining low-income undocumented individuals, the ongoing cost is estimated to be more than
$2.4 billion annually.
Community Care Expansion Program. The Governor’s May Revision includes $500 million in both
2021-22 and 2022-23 for construction, acquisition and/or rehabilitation of private sector adult and senior
care facilities. This is intended to further stabilize these facilities with physical upgrades and capital
improvements. This effort will target residential care for the elderly (RCFEs), small 6-bed facilities, of
which there is significant unmet need in the state.
IHSS State and County Sharing Ratio. The IHSS program provides in-home domestic and related
services to eligible low-income aged, blind, and disabled persons. The Governor’s May Revision
assumes the continuation of the current law cost sharing ratio (65 percent state and 35 percent county),
even with the state minimum wage increase to $15 per hour beginning on January 1, 2022. Counties
have been advocating for this continuation, which would prevent an increase in county costs. The May
Revision assumes increased state costs of $57.3 million General Fund in 2021-22 and $123.8 million
ongoing General Fund to reflect this change.
In-Home Supportive Services Career Training. $200 million (General Fund) to provide “career
pathways” training for In-Home Supportive Services workers. The goal would be to translate the
caregiver skills of those workers to higher-paying jobs down the road. This would one-time money but
spent over several years.
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Community Health Workers. $16 million total funds in 2021-22, ramping up to $76 million when fully
phased in, for a new Medi-Cal benefit called “Community Health Workers,” in which Medi-Cal would
pay for workers to go into Medi-Cal enrollee homes and educate people about various health issues in
a culturally competent way.
CalWORKs Grant Increase. The Governor’s May Revision reflects a 5.3-percent increase to
CalWORKs Maximum Aid Payment levels, which is estimated to cost $142.9 million in 2021-22. While
there is available funding to provide for the increase in the budget year, it is unknown if there will be
adequate available resources to fund this increase, coupled with potential increased recipient
caseloads, in future years.
SSI/SSP COLA Restoration. The Governor’s May Revision includes $131.5 million General Fund in
2021-22 and ongoing to add a cost of living adjustment to SSI/SSP recipients as well as undocumented
individuals in the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) program. The state’s SSP program
augments the federal SSI program, while CAPI is the equivalent program for undocumented individuals.
Spending on Recent Undocumented Migrants. The Governor’s May Revision includes $105.2 million
one-time General Fund to provide support for migrant family arrivals at the Southern California border.
This is a continuation of the Governor’s current efforts to provide services for the recent surge of
undocumented individuals under the Biden Administration’s immigration policies. In addition, the May
Revision includes $25 million to provide additional youth supports for unaccompanied undocumented
minors and $25 million in one-time General Fund for filing fees for DACA and naturalization.

Public Safety
Massive Expansion of the Office of Emergency Services (OES). Citing recent increases in the
number and complexity of emergencies and disasters, the May Revision proposes $98 million
($76 million General Fund) and 224 new permanent positions within the OES to enhance the state’s
emergency capacity and capabilities. This would be a 20 percent increase to OES’ workforce overall,
and would nearly double the Office’s Emergency Management Services program staffing. While the
COVID-19 pandemic and recent wildfires and flooding have certainly challenged to the state’s
emergency management system, the pandemic is one-time in nature and the wildfire workload could be
greatly reduced through better wildland management policies, some of which are beginning to take
place after decades of neglect. In light of this, it is not clear that increasing OES’ workforce by
20 percent is justified.
Forgiveness of Court-Ordered Debt. The May Revision proposes to use $300 million from the
federal American Rescue Plan Act for the courts to forgive court-ordered fines and fees on traffic tickets
and other infractions for low-income individuals. This would further the movement to reduce the
financial impact of the criminal justice system on the impoverished working class. While there is some
merit to this goal in terms of helping indigent people to break the cycle of poverty, it is also true that
fines and fees have historically been used, with varying degrees of success, to deter certain types of
criminal behavior. As the state systematically eliminates consequences for illegal acts, at some point,
the progress we have made in lowering crime rates over the past three decades will begin to erode.
Expansion of Video Surveillance in State Prisons. The May Revision includes $212 million General
Fund over three years to expand the installation of modern video surveillance systems to 24 additional
institutions. Including the four facilities that have already been equipped, this would bring the total to 28
of the state’s 35 prisons. High-quality video surveillance has been proven to deter criminal activity in
the prisons, reduce the incidence of false reports being filed against staff and inmates alike, and
generally make prisons safer.
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